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Workshop 5: 
The Canadian Context

Energy Update:
• [Wind] energy under provincial governments

– 6% of Canada’s demand (295 wind projects)
– Growth in 2017 of 341 MW

• Renewable energy targets
– Some relevance to 2020 climate targets 
– Select provinces actively pursuing RE goals (e.g. 

Nova Scotia) 
• Barriers include local opposition; very high in rural 

Ontario (79%, Walker and Baxter, 2017)



The Canadian Context: 
Ontario – Streamlined, top-down planning 

– Perfect storm of factors led to 
bold, fast-paced wind energy 
development
• “NIMBY will not prevail!”
• Objections now only based 

upon:
– Human health and/or environmental 

harm
Wind turbines near Shelburne, Ontario 



The Canadian Context: Nova Scotia –
Community Ownership (Community Feed-In-
Tariff)

https://energy.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/comfit_facts.pdf


Policy/regulation Update:
– Ontario has suspended its Large Renewable Procurement II
– Alberta announced (12/17) first round of its first REP (5k 

MW)
• For wind, average price of 3.7c/kWh (Ontario’s LRP of 

8.59c/kWh)
– Push by territorial/provincial governments to reduce diesel 

dependency in remote, Indigenous communities

The Canadian Context



• Other policy & development notes:
• Nation-wide carbon in Fall 2018 

($50/tonne by 2022)
• Mandated phase-out of coal by 2030
• Canada’s RE baseload source of 

nuclear/hydro --> but is controversial 
(e.g. Muskrat Falls, Site C)

The Canadian Context



Canada: Issues of Social Acceptance 

• Local impacts
–Perceptions of health effects
–Property values
–Wildlife concerns

• Process - Local 
perceptions of 
(environmental) justice
–Distributive Justice
–Procedural Justice

Protest in provincial capital (Toronto) 
organized by Wind Concerns Ontario 

‘Artist’s ‘rendering of my former research groups
at Western University

http://www.windconcernsontario.ca/


Local Impacts from WED - Health

• Post-GEA, huge rise in those reporting 
health problems

• Research showing caused by annoyances 
 ‘unfair’ development, lack of benefits, 
media scare tactics, objection framework

• Our data (Ontario):
– 2011:  11.9% (3% and 20%)
– 2014:  15.8% The now ‘iconic’ anti-wind slogan of Ontario

https://docs.wind-watch.org/Beyond-rhetoric.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1523908X.2016.1267614
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwijndr5t6TbAhWH2YMKHXCpC78QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://windvictimsontario.com/risk-of-harm-to-children-and-industrial-wind-turbines.html&psig=AOvVaw1nBCWurY_l8fE2Qs-8ldW_&ust=1527460500956180


Local Perceptions of Justice 



Distributive Justice

Regression model 
(adequacy of benefits as DV)



Distributive Justice

But what kind of benefits?

• QUAN: 83% of those opposed 
would like to see direct 
reductions to electricity bills 
(75% of overall sample)

• QUAL: “Joanne”
–”Yeah…that might take some of 

the sting out of all the 
nastiness!”



Procedural Justice

Regression model 
(local support as DV)



Implications

• Distribution and careful [local] design of benefits
– More important than the total amount

• Balancing the move toward more community ownership 
and local benefits with the need to keep costs low re: RE?



Implications

• Participation and engagement does 
not overcome lack of power
– Worse off by consulting, hosting 

open houses, sharing information, 
etc.?

– People’s time and local knowledge 
matters 

• Best ways to allow for local control? 
– Is full community ownership the 

only way? 
Student protest poster (France, 1968): Part of a larger 

social movement against the rise of capitalism 



Many Thanks



QUESTIONS?

Contact:

cw135@queensu.ca

Twitter - @TheChadWalker

mailto:cw135@queensu.ca
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